Therefore, if I am angry and impatient, it is no mar-
vel. And, saving your presence, I cannot see wherein
it can greatly harm me if I wreak my revenge; for
I am richer and stronger than are my enemies. And
well do you know that with money and great posses-
sions are governed all the matters of this world. Solo-
mon says that all things obey great wealth.1'
When Prudence had heard her husband boast thus
of his possessions and money, despising the power of
his enemies, she answered and said: "Surely, dear sir,
I grant that you are mighty and rich, and that wealth
is a good thing for those who have acquired it hon-
estly and know well how to use it. For just as the
body of man cannot live without the soul, neither
can it exist without worldly goods. And by means of
riches a man may acquire powerful friends. There-
upon says Pamphilius: If a cowherd's daughter be
rich, she may make choice of a thousand men, which
she will take for her husband; for, of a thousand,
not one will forsake or refuse her/ And this Pam-
philius also says: If thou be very happy, that is to
say, if thou be very rich, thou shalt find a great many
comrades and friends. And if thy fortune change, so
that thou become poor, then farewell fellowship and
friendship; for thou shalt be left alone, without any
company, save it be the company of the poor.' And
still further says Pamphilius: 'Those who are thralls
and born of bondmen's blood shall be made worthy
and noble by wealth/ And just as from riches come
many good things, so from poverty come many ills
and evils. For deep poverty forces a man into evil
deeds. Therefore Cassiodorus calls poverty the
'mother of ruin/ which is to say, the mother of over-
throwing or of falling down. And thereupon says
Petrus Alfonsus: 'One of the greatest adversities of
this world is when a man free by kindred and birth
is constrained by poverty to eat of the alms of his
enemy/ And the same thing is said by Innocent in
one of his books, for he says: 'Sorrowful and unhappy

